Road-Rail Transport
of arrears of maintenance and renewal which will ulti-
mately be more costly to repair than iC taken in hand
in due time The greatest present need is, therefore,
the provision of adequate funds to maintain the existing
road system, and further, while at the lovcl of cost at
which metalled roads in the province have generally
been maintained in the past, it seems that for the
general case, no surface treatment with tar or bitumen
could be justified upon the grounds of economy; never-
theless, such an improvement is very desirable.....
The position thus is that before any great move forward
can be made, the existing, provision for maintenance
must be increased and a considerable mileage must bo
rendered less dusty/713
The crying need is therefore for an increase in expenditure,
on roads so as to provide the road users with a good means
of communication. The importance of this can hardly
be over emphasised, and especially after the rapid develop-
ment of road motor transport in India, the need for this
is specially great. In 1927, at a meeting of the Council
of State, a resolution was passed recommending 1o the
Government the appointment of a Committee " to examine
the desirability of developing the road system of India,
the means by which such schemes could be most suitably
financed and to consider the formation of a Central Board
for the purpose of advising in regard to, and co-ordinating
the policy in respect of, road development/' The Jayakar
Coinmittee was thereupon appointed to go into the question.
In its view, there was great need for the improvement
of provincial and village roads so as to be commensurate
with the demands made by road traffic upon thorn. Tt,
therefore, recommended to the Central fiovcrmncnt to
make liberal grants to the provinces for road const ruction,
"Strictly speaking/5 they said, "it might perhaps be
correct to confine expenditure from. Central revenues to
projects which may fairly be regarded as benefiting India
as a whole, or as aiding the proper administration of a
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